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What the Bible Says about Spiritual Gi� s
3  Consistently, 

almost always true
2  Most of the time, 

usually true
1  Some of the time,

once in a while
0   Not at all, 

never
APOSTLE
1 Cor. 12:28–29; Eph. 4:11

We can speak of more than 
one kind of apostle in the 

New Testament. � e � rst kind refers 
to those Jesus called and set apart, 
who witnessed his life and ministry. 
� ey are the � rst twelve disciples, 
although it also includes people like 
Paul and James (see 1 Cor. 9:1; 15:5–9; 
Gal. 2:9). A di� erent type of apostle 
includes those who were especially 
appointed as missionaries to spread 
the gospel—for example, Barnabas 
(Acts 13:2–3; 14:14) and Silas 
(Acts 15:40; 1 � ess. 1:1, 2:6).

MIRACLES 
1 Cor. 12:10, 28–29

 For the apostle Paul, 
miracles existed to validate 

the message of the apostles—“I 
persevered in demonstrating among 
you the marks of a true apostle, 
including signs, wonders and miracles” 
(2 Cor. 12:12). Some examples of 
miracles in the New Testament are the 
judgment of Ananias and Sapphira 
(Acts 5:9–11) and the judgment of 
Elymas the magician (Acts 13:6–11). 
Many Christians believe that the 
need for these miracles for validation 
ended with the passing of the apostles. 
However, Christians a�  rm the 
possibility and existence of miracles 
from God today. Miracles strengthen 
the believers’ faith. � ey build up 
the church.

TEACHING, 
PASTOR-TEACHER, 
and EXHORTATION
1 Cor. 12:28–29; 
Rom. 12:7-8; Eph. 4:11 

Traditionally, the ministry of pastors 
is closely connected to that of 
teaching. In addition to caring for the 
members of each church, the other 
crucial role of pastors is to explain 
the apostolic teachings to believers. 
However, many people can thrive as 
teachers without having to become 
pastors. Teaching is a vital ministry 
of the body of Christ. Beyond 
giving information, teaching allows 
people to deepen their relationship 
with God. Furthermore, teaching 
equips believers to be aware of false 
teachings that they might encounter. 
Closely connected to other gi� s, 
exhortation means that one comes 
alongside of someone with words of 
encouragement, comfort, consolation, 
and counsel to help them be all God 
wants them to be.

EVANGELIST 
Eph. 4:11 

� ough sharing the good 
news of the gospel is a 

privilege and responsibility of every 
believer, some people have the ability 
to present the message of salvation 
in a clear, simple, and engaging way. 
� ose who � t in this ministry can 
provide leadership to all believers to 
carry on their task of evangelism. 

HEALINGS 
1 Cor. 12:9, 28, 30

Connected to miracles, 
healings were also a 
demonstration of God’s 

power that validated apostolic 
authority. � e speci� c “o�  ce” of 
healer—if there was ever one—may 
have ended with the apostolic age. 
However, Christians continue to 
believe that God can and does heal as 
a response to prayer.

WORD of WISDOM 
and WORD of 
KNOWLEDGE 
1 Cor. 12:8 

We must understand these two 
gi� s in the context of the whole 
letter. � e Corinthian church seems 
to have struggled with being too 
impressed with, and attracted to, the 
more “� ashy” gi� s of tongues and 
prophecy. Although Paul does not 
deny their importance, he makes 
it clear that these gi� s without 
love, wisdom, and knowledge are 
empty. Wisdom, the discerning and 
understanding of God’s doings in 
the world and the way the world 
functions, is a critical ministry that 
allows all ministries and gi� s of 
the church to work in harmony and 
unity. Knowledge allows believers 
to understand and explain God’s 
revelation to others. 

HELPING, SERVING, 
GIVING, and MERCY 
1 Cor. 12:28, Rom. 12:7, 8 

� ese di� erent gi� s are so 
closely related that some 

tend to assign them to the tasks of 
deacons. However, the overall context 
of these passages suggests that they 
are activities for all believers. � ese 
gi� s are crucial for the maturity of 
the church. Service stands at the core 
of our calling. � e practice of these 
gi� s can be as varied as o� ering 
help to widows, orphans, and the 
poor, give aid for the daily activities 
in the church, and discerning when 
individuals or groups are in need of 
help to carry on their ministries. 

FAITH 
1 Cor. 12:9

� is faith does not refer to 
“saving faith,” which every 

believer has. Nor does it refer to the 
daily faith necessary for the Christian 
life (Eph. 2:8), which every believer is 
expected to exercise (Heb. 11). Rather, 
it refers to a faith that complements 
the other gi� s and allows them 
to be daring and active. When 
the ministries of the church face 
odds that overwhelm most people, 
this ministry of faith challenges, 
encourages, and reminds people that 
we serve a powerful God who owns 
and controls all things.

LEADERSHIP 
and GUIDANCE 
Rom. 12:8, 1 Cor. 12:28

Although traditionally 
these gi� s have been 

related to the ministry of elders 
in the church, the context of the 
passages suggests that they are meant 
for all believers. � ese ministries are 
applicable to many areas of church 
life: goals for the church, teaching, 
evangelism, acts of mercy and 
service, and so on.

DISTINGUISHING 
BETWEEN SPIRITS 
1 Cor. 12:10 

In the context of the letter 
to the Corinthians, distinguishing 
(or discerning) between spirits may 
refer to two activities. One is the 
ability to recognize truth from error. 
In this sense, truth is a revelation 
from God, so this gi�  is the ability 
to discern when a prophecy actually 
comes from God. According to many 
believers, since God has stopped 
revealing his will in the same way he 
did in the Bible and since prophecies 
have stopped, this part of discerning 
is no longer necessary. However, the 
second activity is still important. It 
refers to the ministry that discerns 
when a teaching or a plan � ts in with 
God’s will, whether it comes from 
the leading of the Holy Spirit. It also 
includes the ability to discern when 

a new teaching contradicts the basic 
teachings of the Christian faith—for 
example, contradicts teaching on the 
Trinity, the person and ministry of 
Christ, the person and ministry of 
the Holy Spirit, the inspiration of the 
Scriptures.

TONGUES and 
INTERPRETATION 
of TONGUES 
1 Cor. 12:10, 28, 30 

� e apostle Paul did not discourage 
speaking of tongues—in fact, he 
urged the Corinthian leaders to not 
forbid it (1 Cor. 14:39). However, 
Paul was correcting an error in the 
church. Some in the Corinthian 
church were too enchanted with the 
� ashy gi�  of speaking in tongues. 
Paul reminds them that speaking 
in tongues without love is like a 
“resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal.” Paul’s main concern is the 
edi� cation of the church as a whole, 
as a body. He explains that speaking 
in tongues edi� es the one speaking 
(1 Cor. 14:4). � us, for the apostle 
Paul, speaking in tongues seems to 
be a secondary. Today, Christians are 
divided on whether the ministry of 
speaking in tongues has stopped or 
continues. Paul makes it clear that 
the unity of the body of Christ is far 
more important than speaking, or 
not speaking, in tongues. 

� is questionnaire is one of many tools to help you discern where you 
� t in the church’s many ministries. It can help you to either learn or 
con� rm areas of a�  nity—areas that you naturally tend to focus on. 
But as with most spiritual gi� s tests, it is not meant to de� nitively tell 
you what your gi�  is. Simply knowing your spiritual gi� s is not the 
goal, but rather knowing how to serve God as a member of Christ’s 
body and serve are the real goals. 

^ Ask God for guidance and wisdom to � nd your place in the 
church’s ministry. 

^ Your life experience can be a good guide to � nd your 
interest and abilities.

^ Be mindful of the needs of your church. Sometimes, God 
will call you to minister—serve—in places you might not 
prefer. � e calling may be temporary or long term.

^ Be ready, willing, and courageous. Obedience is challenging.

^ Listen to the encouragement, wisdom, and guidance of 
other members of the body of Christ.

^ Be prayerful about � nding God’s will for you. 

1.  I am able to communicate e� ectively 
the message of salvation.

2.  I make critical decisions when 
necessary.

3.  I rejoice when meeting needs through 
sharing my possessions.

4. I enjoy studying. 

5.  I thrive when trusting God in di�  cult 
situations.

6.  I actively meet physical and practical 
needs.

7.  I can analyze events or ideas from 
di� erent points of view.

8.  I naturally encourage others.

9.  I am acutely in tune with the emotions 
of other people.

10. I am a cheerful giver.

11.  Yielding to God’s will gives me great 
joy.

12.  It is very important for me to do things 
for people in need.

13.  I can identify those who need 
encouragement.

14. I am sensitive to the hurts of people.

15.  I am sensitive to new truths and to how 
they apply to speci� c situations.

16.  I have experience with organizing ideas, 
resources, time, and people e� ectively.

17.  I am able to discern when sermons 
or teachings do not conform to the 
Scriptures.

18.  I can trust in God even in very di�  cult 
moments.

19.  I can discern where God wants a group 
to go and help it get there.

20. I have the ability and desire to teach.

21. I am sensitive to what people need.

22.  I have experience making e� ective and 
e�  cient plans for accomplishing the 
goals of a group.

23.  I can explain Scripture in simple and 
accessible ways.

24. I spend time digging into facts.

25.  Sharing Christ with nonbelievers comes 
naturally to me.

26.  I can discern the motivation of persons 
and movements.

27.  I can delegate and assign meaningful 
work.

28.  I detect when people experience stress 
and distress.

29.  I desire to give generously and 
unpretentiously to worthwhile projects 
and ministries.

30.  I can relate God’s truths to speci� c 
situations.

31.  I can organize facts into meaningful 
relationships.

32.  I can detect honesty when people share 
their religious experiences.

33.  I look for ways to encourage and 
comfort others around me.

34.  I am able to help people � ourish in their 
ministries.

35.  I can make complex ideas and doctrines 
simple and accessible.

36.  I look for opportunities to establish 
relationships with non-believers. 

Write your answer for each question, then add your answers for each gi� . Pay Write your answer for each question, then add your answers for each gi� . Pay 
attention to 2’s or 3’s. � ese are likely the gi� s you are currently leaning toward.attention to 2’s or 3’s. � ese are likely the gi� s you are currently leaning toward.

GIFT QUESTION 
NUMBER

YOUR 
ANSWER TOTALTOTAL

Discernment
17
26
32

Exhortation
8

13
33

Evangelism
1

26
36

Faith
5

11
18

Giving
3

10
29

Guidance
16
22
27

Help/Serving
6

12
21

Knowledge
4

24
31

Leadership
2

19
34

Mercy
9

14
28

Teaching
20
23
35

Wisdom
7

15
30

Description of Gifts Spiritual Gift Questionnaire
For each question, choose a response between 0 and 3 as follows:

HEALINGS 
1 Cor. 12:9, 28, 30

Connected to miracles, 
healings were also a 
demonstration of God’s 

HELPING, SERVING, 
GIVING, 
1 Cor. 12:28, Rom. 12:7, 8

� ese di� erent gi� s are so 
closely related that some 

LEADERSHIP 
and
Rom. 12:8, 1 Cor. 12:28

Although traditionally 
these gi� s have been 

FAITH 
1 Cor. 12:9

� is faith does not refer to 
“saving faith,” which every 

WORD 
and
KNOWLEDGE 
1 Cor. 12:8

DISTINGUISHING 
BETWEEN SPIRITS 
1 Cor. 12:10

In the context of the letter 

TONGUES 
INTERPRETATION 
of
1 Cor

� e apostle Paul did not discourage 

APOSTLE
1 Cor. 12:28–29; Eph. 4:11

We can speak of more than 
one kind of apostle in the 

EVANGELIST 
Eph. 4:11

� ough sharing the good 
news of the gospel is a 

MIRACLES 
1 Cor. 12:10, 28–29

miracles existed to validate 
the message of the apostles—“I 

TEACHING, 
PASTOR-TEACHER, 
and
1 Cor. 12:28–29; 
Rom. 12:7-8; Eph. 4:11
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What the Bible Says about Spiritual Gi� s
3  Consistently, 

almost always true
2  Most of the time, 

usually true
1  Some of the time,

once in a while
0   Not at all, 

never

APOSTLE
1 Cor. 12:28–29; Eph. 4:11

We can speak of more than 
one kind of apostle in the 

New Testament. � e � rst kind refers 
to those Jesus called and set apart, 
who witnessed his life and ministry. 
� ey are the � rst twelve disciples, 
although it also includes people like 
Paul and James (see 1 Cor. 9:1; 15:5–9; 
Gal. 2:9). A di� erent type of apostle 
includes those who were especially 
appointed as missionaries to spread 
the gospel—for example, Barnabas 
(Acts 13:2–3; 14:14) and Silas 
(Acts 15:40; 1 � ess. 1:1, 2:6).

MIRACLES 
1 Cor. 12:10, 28–29

 For the apostle Paul, 
miracles existed to validate 

the message of the apostles—“I 
persevered in demonstrating among 
you the marks of a true apostle, 
including signs, wonders and miracles” 
(2 Cor. 12:12). Some examples of 
miracles in the New Testament are the 
judgment of Ananias and Sapphira 
(Acts 5:9–11) and the judgment of 
Elymas the magician (Acts 13:6–11). 
Many Christians believe that the 
need for these miracles for validation 
ended with the passing of the apostles. 
However, Christians a�  rm the 
possibility and existence of miracles 
from God today. Miracles strengthen 
the believers’ faith. � ey build up 
the church.

TEACHING, 
PASTOR-TEACHER, 
and EXHORTATION
1 Cor. 12:28–29; 
Rom. 12:7-8; Eph. 4:11 

Traditionally, the ministry of pastors 
is closely connected to that of 
teaching. In addition to caring for the 
members of each church, the other 
crucial role of pastors is to explain 
the apostolic teachings to believers. 
However, many people can thrive as 
teachers without having to become 
pastors. Teaching is a vital ministry 
of the body of Christ. Beyond 
giving information, teaching allows 
people to deepen their relationship 
with God. Furthermore, teaching 
equips believers to be aware of false 
teachings that they might encounter. 
Closely connected to other gi� s, 
exhortation means that one comes 
alongside of someone with words of 
encouragement, comfort, consolation, 
and counsel to help them be all God 
wants them to be.

EVANGELIST 
Eph. 4:11 

� ough sharing the good 
news of the gospel is a 

privilege and responsibility of every 
believer, some people have the ability 
to present the message of salvation 
in a clear, simple, and engaging way. 
� ose who � t in this ministry can 
provide leadership to all believers to 
carry on their task of evangelism. 

HEALINGS 
1 Cor. 12:9, 28, 30

Connected to miracles, 
healings were also a 
demonstration of God’s 

power that validated apostolic 
authority. � e speci� c “o�  ce” of 
healer—if there was ever one—may 
have ended with the apostolic age. 
However, Christians continue to 
believe that God can and does heal as 
a response to prayer.

WORD of WISDOM 
and WORD of 
KNOWLEDGE 
1 Cor. 12:8 

We must understand these two 
gi� s in the context of the whole 
letter. � e Corinthian church seems 
to have struggled with being too 
impressed with, and attracted to, the 
more “� ashy” gi� s of tongues and 
prophecy. Although Paul does not 
deny their importance, he makes 
it clear that these gi� s without 
love, wisdom, and knowledge are 
empty. Wisdom, the discerning and 
understanding of God’s doings in 
the world and the way the world 
functions, is a critical ministry that 
allows all ministries and gi� s of 
the church to work in harmony and 
unity. Knowledge allows believers 
to understand and explain God’s 
revelation to others. 

HELPING, SERVING, 
GIVING, and MERCY 
1 Cor. 12:28, Rom. 12:7, 8 

� ese di� erent gi� s are so 
closely related that some 

tend to assign them to the tasks of 
deacons. However, the overall context 
of these passages suggests that they 
are activities for all believers. � ese 
gi� s are crucial for the maturity of 
the church. Service stands at the core 
of our calling. � e practice of these 
gi� s can be as varied as o� ering 
help to widows, orphans, and the 
poor, give aid for the daily activities 
in the church, and discerning when 
individuals or groups are in need of 
help to carry on their ministries. 

FAITH 
1 Cor. 12:9

� is faith does not refer to 
“saving faith,” which every 

believer has. Nor does it refer to the 
daily faith necessary for the Christian 
life (Eph. 2:8), which every believer is 
expected to exercise (Heb. 11). Rather, 
it refers to a faith that complements 
the other gi� s and allows them 
to be daring and active. When 
the ministries of the church face 
odds that overwhelm most people, 
this ministry of faith challenges, 
encourages, and reminds people that 
we serve a powerful God who owns 
and controls all things.

LEADERSHIP 
and GUIDANCE 
Rom. 12:8, 1 Cor. 12:28

Although traditionally 
these gi� s have been 

related to the ministry of elders 
in the church, the context of the 
passages suggests that they are meant 
for all believers. � ese ministries are 
applicable to many areas of church 
life: goals for the church, teaching, 
evangelism, acts of mercy and 
service, and so on.

DISTINGUISHING 
BETWEEN SPIRITS 
1 Cor. 12:10 

In the context of the letter 
to the Corinthians, distinguishing 
(or discerning) between spirits may 
refer to two activities. One is the 
ability to recognize truth from error. 
In this sense, truth is a revelation 
from God, so this gi�  is the ability 
to discern when a prophecy actually 
comes from God. According to many 
believers, since God has stopped 
revealing his will in the same way he 
did in the Bible and since prophecies 
have stopped, this part of discerning 
is no longer necessary. However, the 
second activity is still important. It 
refers to the ministry that discerns 
when a teaching or a plan � ts in with 
God’s will, whether it comes from 
the leading of the Holy Spirit. It also 
includes the ability to discern when 

a new teaching contradicts the basic 
teachings of the Christian faith—for 
example, contradicts teaching on the 
Trinity, the person and ministry of 
Christ, the person and ministry of 
the Holy Spirit, the inspiration of the 
Scriptures.

TONGUES and 
INTERPRETATION 
of TONGUES 
1 Cor. 12:10, 28, 30 

� e apostle Paul did not discourage 
speaking of tongues—in fact, he 
urged the Corinthian leaders to not 
forbid it (1 Cor. 14:39). However, 
Paul was correcting an error in the 
church. Some in the Corinthian 
church were too enchanted with the 
� ashy gi�  of speaking in tongues. 
Paul reminds them that speaking 
in tongues without love is like a 
“resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal.” Paul’s main concern is the 
edi� cation of the church as a whole, 
as a body. He explains that speaking 
in tongues edi� es the one speaking 
(1 Cor. 14:4). � us, for the apostle 
Paul, speaking in tongues seems to 
be a secondary. Today, Christians are 
divided on whether the ministry of 
speaking in tongues has stopped or 
continues. Paul makes it clear that 
the unity of the body of Christ is far 
more important than speaking, or 
not speaking, in tongues. 

� is questionnaire is one of many tools to help you discern where you 
� t in the church’s many ministries. It can help you to either learn or 
con� rm areas of a�  nity—areas that you naturally tend to focus on. 
But as with most spiritual gi� s tests, it is not meant to de� nitively tell 
you what your gi�  is. Simply knowing your spiritual gi� s is not the 
goal, but rather knowing how to serve God as a member of Christ’s 
body and serve are the real goals. 

^ Ask God for guidance and wisdom to � nd your place in the 
church’s ministry. 

^ Your life experience can be a good guide to � nd your 
interest and abilities.

^ Be mindful of the needs of your church. Sometimes, God 
will call you to minister—serve—in places you might not 
prefer. � e calling may be temporary or long term.

^ Be ready, willing, and courageous. Obedience is challenging.

^ Listen to the encouragement, wisdom, and guidance of 
other members of the body of Christ.

^ Be prayerful about � nding God’s will for you. 

1.  I am able to communicate e� ectively the 
message of salvation.

2.  I make critical decisions when necessary.

3.  I rejoice when meeting needs through 
sharing my possessions.

4. I enjoy studying. 

5.  I thrive when trusting God in di�  cult 
situations.

6.  I actively meet physical and practical needs.

7.  I can analyze events or ideas from di� erent 
points of view.

8.  I naturally encourage others.

9.  I am acutely in tune with the emotions of 
other people.

10. I am a cheerful giver.

11.  Yielding to God’s will gives me great joy.

12.  It is very important for me to do things for 
people in need.

13.  I can identify those who need 
encouragement.

14. I am sensitive to the hurts of people.

15.  I am sensitive to new truths and to how 
they apply to speci� c situations.

16.  I have experience with organizing ideas, 
resources, time, and people e� ectively.

17.  I am able to discern when sermons or 
teachings do not conform to the Scriptures.

18.  I can trust in God even in very di�  cult 
moments.

19.  I can discern where God wants a group to 
go and help it get there.

20. I have the ability and desire to teach.

21. I am sensitive to what people need.

22.  I have experience making e� ective and 
e�  cient plans for accomplishing the goals 
of a group.

23.  I can explain Scripture in simple and 
accessible ways.

24. I spend time digging into facts.

25.  Sharing Christ with nonbelievers comes 
naturally to me.

26.  I can discern the motivation of persons and 
movements.

27.  I can delegate and assign meaningful work.

28.  I detect when people experience stress and 
distress.

29.  I desire to give generously and 
unpretentiously to worthwhile projects and 
ministries.

30.  I can relate God’s truths to speci� c 
situations.

31.  I can organize facts into meaningful 
relationships.

32.  I can detect honesty when people share 
their religious experiences.

33.  I look for ways to encourage and comfort 
others around me.

34.  I am able to help people � ourish in their 
ministries.

35.  I can make complex ideas and doctrines 
simple and accessible.

36.  I look for opportunities to establish 
relationships with non-believers. 

Enter the corresponding number for each question in the “Your Answer” box from the Questionnaire on Enter the corresponding number for each question in the “Your Answer” box from the Questionnaire on 
the previous page. Add the three numbers entered in each “Gift” section and enter the total in the “Total” the previous page. Add the three numbers entered in each “Gift” section and enter the total in the “Total” 
box. The gift (or gifts) with the highest total is most likely to be the gift you are currently leaning towards. box. The gift (or gifts) with the highest total is most likely to be the gift you are currently leaning towards. 
However, pay attention to the gifts that have several 2’s or 3’s; these may be secondary gifts.However, pay attention to the gifts that have several 2’s or 3’s; these may be secondary gifts.

GIFT QUESTION # YOUR ANSWER TOTAL

Discernment
17
26
32

Exhortation
8

13
33

Evangelism
1

26
36

Faith
5

11
18

Giving
3

10
29

Guidance
16
22
27

Help/Serving
6

12
21

Knowledge
4

24
31

Leadership
2

19
34

Mercy
9

14
28

Teaching
20
23
35

Wisdom
7

15
30

Description of Gifts Spiritual Gift Questionnaire
For each question, choose a response between 0 and 3 as follows:

HEALINGS 
1 Cor. 12:9, 28, 30

Connected to miracles, 
healings were also a 
demonstration of God’s 

HELPING, SERVING, 
GIVING, 
1 Cor. 12:28, Rom. 12:7, 8

� ese di� erent gi� s are so 
closely related that some 

LEADERSHIP 
and
Rom. 12:8, 1 Cor. 12:28

Although traditionally 
these gi� s have been 

FAITH 
1 Cor. 12:9

� is faith does not refer to 
“saving faith,” which every 

WORD 
and
KNOWLEDGE 
1 Cor. 12:8

DISTINGUISHING 
BETWEEN SPIRITS 
1 Cor. 12:10

In the context of the letter 

TONGUES 
INTERPRETATION 
of
1 Cor

� e apostle Paul did not discourage 

APOSTLE
1 Cor. 12:28–29; Eph. 4:11

We can speak of more than 
one kind of apostle in the 

EVANGELIST 
Eph. 4:11

� ough sharing the good 
news of the gospel is a 

MIRACLES 
1 Cor. 12:10, 28–29

miracles existed to validate 
the message of the apostles—“I 

TEACHING, 
PASTOR-TEACHER, 
and
1 Cor. 12:28–29; 
Rom. 12:7-8; Eph. 4:11
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Once you have completed the questionnaire, enter the corresponding 
number for each question in the “Your Answer” box on the next page.

This free e-Chart is taken from the pamphlet Spiritual Gifts ISBN 9781596364547. The full-color, glossy pamphlet describes different 
spiritual gifts, explains what they are for, and helps you determine which gift (or gifts) you may have.
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What the Bible Says about Spiritual Gi� s
3  Consistently, 

almost always true
2  Most of the time, 

usually true
1  Some of the time,

once in a while
0   Not at all, 

never

APOSTLE
1 Cor. 12:28–29; Eph. 4:11

We can speak of more than 
one kind of apostle in the 

New Testament. � e � rst kind refers 
to those Jesus called and set apart, 
who witnessed his life and ministry. 
� ey are the � rst twelve disciples, 
although it also includes people like 
Paul and James (see 1 Cor. 9:1; 15:5–9; 
Gal. 2:9). A di� erent type of apostle 
includes those who were especially 
appointed as missionaries to spread 
the gospel—for example, Barnabas 
(Acts 13:2–3; 14:14) and Silas 
(Acts 15:40; 1 � ess. 1:1, 2:6).

MIRACLES 
1 Cor. 12:10, 28–29

 For the apostle Paul, 
miracles existed to validate 

the message of the apostles—“I 
persevered in demonstrating among 
you the marks of a true apostle, 
including signs, wonders and miracles” 
(2 Cor. 12:12). Some examples of 
miracles in the New Testament are the 
judgment of Ananias and Sapphira 
(Acts 5:9–11) and the judgment of 
Elymas the magician (Acts 13:6–11). 
Many Christians believe that the 
need for these miracles for validation 
ended with the passing of the apostles. 
However, Christians a�  rm the 
possibility and existence of miracles 
from God today. Miracles strengthen 
the believers’ faith. � ey build up 
the church.

TEACHING, 
PASTOR-TEACHER, 
and EXHORTATION
1 Cor. 12:28–29; 
Rom. 12:7-8; Eph. 4:11 

Traditionally, the ministry of pastors 
is closely connected to that of 
teaching. In addition to caring for the 
members of each church, the other 
crucial role of pastors is to explain 
the apostolic teachings to believers. 
However, many people can thrive as 
teachers without having to become 
pastors. Teaching is a vital ministry 
of the body of Christ. Beyond 
giving information, teaching allows 
people to deepen their relationship 
with God. Furthermore, teaching 
equips believers to be aware of false 
teachings that they might encounter. 
Closely connected to other gi� s, 
exhortation means that one comes 
alongside of someone with words of 
encouragement, comfort, consolation, 
and counsel to help them be all God 
wants them to be.

EVANGELIST 
Eph. 4:11 

� ough sharing the good 
news of the gospel is a 

privilege and responsibility of every 
believer, some people have the ability 
to present the message of salvation 
in a clear, simple, and engaging way. 
� ose who � t in this ministry can 
provide leadership to all believers to 
carry on their task of evangelism. 

HEALINGS 
1 Cor. 12:9, 28, 30

Connected to miracles, 
healings were also a 
demonstration of God’s 

power that validated apostolic 
authority. � e speci� c “o�  ce” of 
healer—if there was ever one—may 
have ended with the apostolic age. 
However, Christians continue to 
believe that God can and does heal as 
a response to prayer.

WORD of WISDOM 
and WORD of 
KNOWLEDGE 
1 Cor. 12:8 

We must understand these two 
gi� s in the context of the whole 
letter. � e Corinthian church seems 
to have struggled with being too 
impressed with, and attracted to, the 
more “� ashy” gi� s of tongues and 
prophecy. Although Paul does not 
deny their importance, he makes 
it clear that these gi� s without 
love, wisdom, and knowledge are 
empty. Wisdom, the discerning and 
understanding of God’s doings in 
the world and the way the world 
functions, is a critical ministry that 
allows all ministries and gi� s of 
the church to work in harmony and 
unity. Knowledge allows believers 
to understand and explain God’s 
revelation to others. 

HELPING, SERVING, 
GIVING, and MERCY 
1 Cor. 12:28, Rom. 12:7, 8 

� ese di� erent gi� s are so 
closely related that some 

tend to assign them to the tasks of 
deacons. However, the overall context 
of these passages suggests that they 
are activities for all believers. � ese 
gi� s are crucial for the maturity of 
the church. Service stands at the core 
of our calling. � e practice of these 
gi� s can be as varied as o� ering 
help to widows, orphans, and the 
poor, give aid for the daily activities 
in the church, and discerning when 
individuals or groups are in need of 
help to carry on their ministries. 

FAITH 
1 Cor. 12:9

� is faith does not refer to 
“saving faith,” which every 

believer has. Nor does it refer to the 
daily faith necessary for the Christian 
life (Eph. 2:8), which every believer is 
expected to exercise (Heb. 11). Rather, 
it refers to a faith that complements 
the other gi� s and allows them 
to be daring and active. When 
the ministries of the church face 
odds that overwhelm most people, 
this ministry of faith challenges, 
encourages, and reminds people that 
we serve a powerful God who owns 
and controls all things.

LEADERSHIP 
and GUIDANCE 
Rom. 12:8, 1 Cor. 12:28

Although traditionally 
these gi� s have been 

related to the ministry of elders 
in the church, the context of the 
passages suggests that they are meant 
for all believers. � ese ministries are 
applicable to many areas of church 
life: goals for the church, teaching, 
evangelism, acts of mercy and 
service, and so on.

DISTINGUISHING 
BETWEEN SPIRITS 
1 Cor. 12:10 

In the context of the letter 
to the Corinthians, distinguishing 
(or discerning) between spirits may 
refer to two activities. One is the 
ability to recognize truth from error. 
In this sense, truth is a revelation 
from God, so this gi�  is the ability 
to discern when a prophecy actually 
comes from God. According to many 
believers, since God has stopped 
revealing his will in the same way he 
did in the Bible and since prophecies 
have stopped, this part of discerning 
is no longer necessary. However, the 
second activity is still important. It 
refers to the ministry that discerns 
when a teaching or a plan � ts in with 
God’s will, whether it comes from 
the leading of the Holy Spirit. It also 
includes the ability to discern when 

a new teaching contradicts the basic 
teachings of the Christian faith—for 
example, contradicts teaching on the 
Trinity, the person and ministry of 
Christ, the person and ministry of 
the Holy Spirit, the inspiration of the 
Scriptures.

TONGUES and 
INTERPRETATION 
of TONGUES 
1 Cor. 12:10, 28, 30 

� e apostle Paul did not discourage 
speaking of tongues—in fact, he 
urged the Corinthian leaders to not 
forbid it (1 Cor. 14:39). However, 
Paul was correcting an error in the 
church. Some in the Corinthian 
church were too enchanted with the 
� ashy gi�  of speaking in tongues. 
Paul reminds them that speaking 
in tongues without love is like a 
“resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal.” Paul’s main concern is the 
edi� cation of the church as a whole, 
as a body. He explains that speaking 
in tongues edi� es the one speaking 
(1 Cor. 14:4). � us, for the apostle 
Paul, speaking in tongues seems to 
be a secondary. Today, Christians are 
divided on whether the ministry of 
speaking in tongues has stopped or 
continues. Paul makes it clear that 
the unity of the body of Christ is far 
more important than speaking, or 
not speaking, in tongues. 

� is questionnaire is one of many tools to help you discern where you 
� t in the church’s many ministries. It can help you to either learn or 
con� rm areas of a�  nity—areas that you naturally tend to focus on. 
But as with most spiritual gi� s tests, it is not meant to de� nitively tell 
you what your gi�  is. Simply knowing your spiritual gi� s is not the 
goal, but rather knowing how to serve God as a member of Christ’s 
body and serve are the real goals. 

^ Ask God for guidance and wisdom to � nd your place in the 
church’s ministry. 

^ Your life experience can be a good guide to � nd your 
interest and abilities.

^ Be mindful of the needs of your church. Sometimes, God 
will call you to minister—serve—in places you might not 
prefer. � e calling may be temporary or long term.

^ Be ready, willing, and courageous. Obedience is challenging.

^ Listen to the encouragement, wisdom, and guidance of 
other members of the body of Christ.

^ Be prayerful about � nding God’s will for you. 

1.  I am able to communicate e� ectively the 
message of salvation.

2.  I make critical decisions when necessary.

3.  I rejoice when meeting needs through 
sharing my possessions.

4. I enjoy studying. 

5.  I thrive when trusting God in di�  cult 
situations.

6.  I actively meet physical and practical needs.

7.  I can analyze events or ideas from di� erent 
points of view.

8.  I naturally encourage others.

9.  I am acutely in tune with the emotions of 
other people.

10. I am a cheerful giver.

11.  Yielding to God’s will gives me great joy.

12.  It is very important for me to do things for 
people in need.

13.  I can identify those who need 
encouragement.

14. I am sensitive to the hurts of people.

15.  I am sensitive to new truths and to how 
they apply to speci� c situations.

16.  I have experience with organizing ideas, 
resources, time, and people e� ectively.

17.  I am able to discern when sermons or 
teachings do not conform to the Scriptures.

18.  I can trust in God even in very di�  cult 
moments.

19.  I can discern where God wants a group to 
go and help it get there.

20. I have the ability and desire to teach.

21. I am sensitive to what people need.

22.  I have experience making e� ective and 
e�  cient plans for accomplishing the goals 
of a group.

23.  I can explain Scripture in simple and 
accessible ways.

24. I spend time digging into facts.

25.  Sharing Christ with nonbelievers comes 
naturally to me.

26.  I can discern the motivation of persons and 
movements.

27.  I can delegate and assign meaningful work.

28.  I detect when people experience stress and 
distress.

29.  I desire to give generously and 
unpretentiously to worthwhile projects and 
ministries.

30.  I can relate God’s truths to speci� c 
situations.

31.  I can organize facts into meaningful 
relationships.

32.  I can detect honesty when people share 
their religious experiences.

33.  I look for ways to encourage and comfort 
others around me.

34.  I am able to help people � ourish in their 
ministries.

35.  I can make complex ideas and doctrines 
simple and accessible.

36.  I look for opportunities to establish 
relationships with non-believers. 

Enter the corresponding number for each question in the “Your Answer” box from the Questionnaire on Enter the corresponding number for each question in the “Your Answer” box from the Questionnaire on 
the previous page. Add the three numbers entered in each “Gift” section and enter the total in the “Total” the previous page. Add the three numbers entered in each “Gift” section and enter the total in the “Total” 
box. The gift (or gifts) with the highest total is most likely to be the gift you are currently leaning towards. box. The gift (or gifts) with the highest total is most likely to be the gift you are currently leaning towards. 
However, pay attention to the gifts that have several 2’s or 3’s; these may be secondary gifts.However, pay attention to the gifts that have several 2’s or 3’s; these may be secondary gifts.

GIFT QUESTION # YOUR ANSWER TOTAL

Discernment
17
26
32

Exhortation
8

13
33

Evangelism
1

26
36

Faith
5

11
18

Giving
3

10
29

Guidance
16
22
27

Help/Serving
6

12
21

Knowledge
4

24
31

Leadership
2

19
34

Mercy
9

14
28

Teaching
20
23
35

Wisdom
7

15
30

Description of Gifts Spiritual Gift Questionnaire
For each question, choose a response between 0 and 3 as follows:

HEALINGS 
1 Cor. 12:9, 28, 30

Connected to miracles, 
healings were also a 
demonstration of God’s 

HELPING, SERVING, 
GIVING, 
1 Cor. 12:28, Rom. 12:7, 8

� ese di� erent gi� s are so 
closely related that some 

LEADERSHIP 
and
Rom. 12:8, 1 Cor. 12:28

Although traditionally 
these gi� s have been 

FAITH 
1 Cor. 12:9

� is faith does not refer to 
“saving faith,” which every 

WORD 
and
KNOWLEDGE 
1 Cor. 12:8

DISTINGUISHING 
BETWEEN SPIRITS 
1 Cor. 12:10

In the context of the letter 

TONGUES 
INTERPRETATION 
of
1 Cor

� e apostle Paul did not discourage 

APOSTLE
1 Cor. 12:28–29; Eph. 4:11

We can speak of more than 
one kind of apostle in the 

EVANGELIST 
Eph. 4:11

� ough sharing the good 
news of the gospel is a 

MIRACLES 
1 Cor. 12:10, 28–29

miracles existed to validate 
the message of the apostles—“I 

TEACHING, 
PASTOR-TEACHER, 
and
1 Cor. 12:28–29; 
Rom. 12:7-8; Eph. 4:11
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Once you have completed the questionnaire, enter the corresponding 
number for each question in the “Your Answer” box on the next page.
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Who I Am in Christ
The Who I Am in Christ pamphlet reminds us what 
God has done through his Son, Jesus. It highlights the 
many qualities and characteristics you possess as a 
believer—each of the 30 traits has a Bible reference 
included. 

Pamphlet ....................... 9781596363908 .............$3.99
Also available as a PDF, Wall Chart, and PowerPoint®.

Being Jesus’ Disciple
Being Jesus’ Disciple covers the basics of discipleship 
in one easy-to-read, 220-page book—includes full-
color diagrams and charts to help people grasp how 
to be Jesus’ disciple in today’s world. Perfect for new 
Christians, long-time believers, and anyone interest in 
learning more about Christ. 

Book .............................. 9781596364158 ........... $14.99
Also available as PDF.

Spiritual Disciplines
God has called us to make disciples and be his 
disciples (Matt. 28:19). What does it mean to be a 
disciple? Spiritual Disciplines, a 14-panel, full-color 
pamphlet, looks at the classical spiritual disciplines 
that help us follow Jesus: Scripture reading, prayer, 
fasting, worshiping, and more.

Pamphlet ....................... 9781596363540 .............$3.99
Also available as PDF.

Spiritual Gifts
The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to Christians to help build the life and 
ministry of the Church. Yet, a large number of Christians do not use or even 
recognize their spiritual gifts. Rose Publishing’s Spiritual Gifts pamphlet 
will help you learn how important spiritual gifts are and how to develop the 
gift(s) the Holy Spirit has given you.

Pamphlet ...................................... 9781596364547 ......................$3.99
Also available as a PDF. Quantity discounts available.
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