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Dear Friends, 
 
  
 
     It might surprise some of you that I really didn’t want to finish college.  I started with 
all the dreams and goals that most high school students do, but the sophomore year was 
hard.  The courses were a challenge, and there was a fellow I had dated for a long time in 
high school that I thought I would marry.  My parents, however, stated in no uncertain 
terms that since they were paying for my education I had to finish before even thinking of 
getting married.  Knowing they meant business, I buckled down to complete what I had 
begun. 
 
  
 
     By the time I completed my studies, I had broken up with this fellow and found the 
one that God had intended for me whom I have been happily married to for 35 years.  
Plus, I finished the course of my studies and graduated with honors in the field of 
communication and English having prepared to teach in these areas. 
 
  
 
     Unfortunately, there was an overabundance of newly graduated teachers in both 
Michigan and Ohio at the time.  In addition, many schools began dropping their drama 
and public speaking programs.  So I used my training to work in public relations and 
radio broadcasting for a few years.  I never knew that eventually God would take the 
training I had received and use it in my own home to teach our four children.  Likewise, 
He called me to begin writing devotions to encourage others in their faith walk.  Why 
should I be surprised?  God knew what plans He had for me.  He just wanted me to be 
prepared! 
 
  
 
     Quite often I hear people complain about having to practice something or take an extra 
class to develop their abilities.  Yet, it is preparation that helps us move confidently.  Can 
you imagine a top athlete just taking a month off before the Olympics to have some “R 
and R”?  I don’t think so!  No one, who is striving for excellence, can afford to be 
unprepared.  
 



  
 
     When we look at the life of Moses, we see a man filled with zeal for his people, but he 
was not yet prepared while he lived in Pharaoh’s household.  He was excited, but he had 
no knowledge, so he took matters into his own hands and killed an Egyptian.  It was not 
until God led him in the wilderness for many years before he was prepared to lead his 
people into freedom.   
 
  
 
     Joyce Meyer, in her book entitled The Confident Woman writes: 
 
“When God gives us a job to do we often think it will be easy to accomplish.  However, 
most things are harder than you ever thought they would be, they take longer than you 
ever thought you could endure but they also pay greater dividends than you could ever 
imagine” (pg. 90).  No truer words were ever written!  Anything good in life takes sincere 
effort and preparation.  Look at the life of our Lord. 
 
  
 
     In Hebrews 5:8-9, the writer says:  “Although He was a Son, He learned [active, 
special] obedience through what He suffered.  And, [His completed experience] making 
Him perfectly [equipped] He became the Author and Source of salvation to all those who 
give heed and obey Him.”  Wow…even our Lord submitted Himself to preparation and 
obedience.  He obeyed His earthly parents as a child, and He never quit listening to and 
talking with His heavenly Father. 
 
  
 
     Our society and culture today is one of instant gratification.  Many are too lazy to 
apply themselves in terms of getting an education or training for a job.  Or they busy 
themselves with things that will not help them achieve their goals so they never have time 
for the preparation they need that would help them.  Then, they wonder why they did not 
succeed. 
 
  
 
     We have been blessed with an abundance of opportunity in our lives.  Therefore, we 
need to prepare.  In our spiritual lives, we have the chance to get a higher education by 
attending Sunday school classes that will equip us to share our faith.  Worship services 
inspire us as we hear the Word of God expounded and small group Bible studies 
encourage us during the week.  With regard to our jobs, many work places offer training 
seminars, workshops and continuing education so we can be better prepared.  In fact, 
there are few areas of life where we cannot find ways to improve ourselves if we will just 
seek them out. 
 



  
 
     We are called to prepare, be ready and allow God to do the rest in His time.  He will 
take what we offer to Him and do mighty things that will amaze us.  The key is to pray 
and seek His wisdom in His Word.  This will help us to know where He wants us to serve 
Him.  Then, we must prepare diligently leaving the rest to God.    
 
  
 
     I never dreamed that God would call me to home educate my children for 21 years, 
but He knew all along what plans He had for me.  My college preparation was not 
wasted, and I have become a devoted life time learner.  I have also had the privilege of 
working with our children over the years.  This is a treasure which has enriched my life. 
 
  
 
     Seek the Lord to know what plans He has for you.  Then, diligently prepare yourself.  
Practice daily and give Him your best in your spiritual life, your family and in your job.  
Nothing of any lasting impact comes to us easily without sacrifice.  Those who make it to 
the top without having to work hard may have the world’s recognition, but they have 
missed the blessings that come with struggle and effort.  Therefore, we must seek 
preparation today, and when the time is right, it will be God that will promote us.  Selah! 
 
  
 
     Father, we give to You our time, our talents and our gifts.  Use them to Your glory and 
help us to patiently prepare ourselves that we may be used in Your time for the purpose 
that You have called us to.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
  
 
       
 
  
 


