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Money is a big thing in the world’s eye, but from God’s view it’s a small thing. It’s 
what we do with this small thing that makes a big, eternal difference. God cares about 
our faithfulness with what he has entrusted to us—whether it’s a lot or a little. Jesus 
praised the poor widow who gave generously to God 
out of her meager income (Mark 12:41–44). Her 
outward act of exceeding faithfulness mirrored an 
inward spiritual reality of a heart set on the things 
of God. 

Jesus tells us to invest in the kingdom of God so that 
we will find genuine treasures far better than the fleeting, insignificant riches of this 
world (Matthew 6:19–21). As we remain faithful to God in our use of money, he will 
prove faithful to care for us through all life’s financial ups and downs. Jesus reassures 
us with these words: “Seek first [God’s] kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33).  

ATTITUDES TOWARD MONEY

People may have different attitudes toward money based on personal experience or 
how they were raised. But whatever one’s feelings are about money and possessions, 
they need to be evaluated in light of what the Bible says. Looking at the diagram 
below, how do you view money in your life?

First Corinthians 10:31 says, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it 
all for the glory of God.” The use of money can be for the glory of God.

God Is the True Owner of Our Money.

In order to use money in ways that glorify God, it’s 
important to first understand whose money it really 
is. God is the Creator and Owner of all things—
including all money, property, and investments.

The earth is the LORD’s and everything in it. 
—PSALM 24:1

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and 
the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for 

everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are 
exalted as head over all. —1 CHRONICLES 29:11

“The silver is mine and the gold is mine,” declares the LORD Almighty. —HAGGAI 2:8

Faithfulness Will Be Rewarded.

God is the Owner, but we are his mangers whom he has entrusted with the things 
of this world. We are accountable to the true Owner to be faithful in our financial 
transactions.

His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master’s happiness!”
—MATTHEW 25:23

Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns 
will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.
—PROVERBS 3:9–10

Give generously to [the needy] and do so without a grudging heart; then because of 
this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put 
your hand to. —DEUTERONOMY 15:10 

Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you 
have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with 
true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, 
who will give you property of your own? —LUKE 16:9–12

Then the King will say to those on 
his right, “Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the 
world. For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit me.”
—MATTHEW 25:34–36

God’s Agenda Matters More than Ours.

Any money God has entrusted to us has the potential to be used for our selfish ends 
or for God’s agenda. Evangelist Billy Graham said, “Give me five minutes with a 
person’s checkbook, and I will tell you where their heart is.” If you want your heart 
to be set on the things of God, get into the habit of placing your money into things 
God cares about.

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. —MATTHEW 6:19–21

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now 
I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son 
of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”
—LUKE 19:8–9

From everyone who has been given much, 
much will be demanded; and from the 
one who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked.
—LUKE 12:48b

God is the ultimate Owner of all things, but he is no miser. The Bible shows him to 
be a generous Father who gives blessings to his children because he loves them. 

God Blesses His Children.

God gave his chosen people in the Old Testament a land of affluence. Abundance of 
wealth is portrayed (particularly in the Old Testament) as a blessing from God and 
considered to be evidence of God’s favor.

You open your hands and satisfy the desires of every living thing. —PSALM 145:16

For the LORD your God will bless you in all your harvest and in all the work of your 
hands, and your joy will be complete. —DEUTERONOMY 16:15

If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!
—MATTHEW 7:11

God Gives Generously So We Can Give Generously.

Our Father’s gifts to us are not for hoarding, but for giving as he gives. 

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God 
is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in every good work.... You will be made rich in 
every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. —2 CORINTHIANS 9:6–11

Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. —ROMANS 12:13

Trusting God Is at the Center. 

At the core of receiving blessing and giving back generously is our trust in God. 
Trust is an expression of faith that God will come through for us. It may not be in 
the way we expect, but he will work all things together for good because of his 
abundant love. 

I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever 
the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything 
through him who gives me strength.... And my God will meet all your needs 
according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. —PHILIPPIANS 4:11–13, 19

Money can be a blessing used to honor God, but allowing it to become an idol 
corrupts our lives and harms our walk with God. When we covet and cling to 
money instead of using money to serve God, we begin to serve money itself. 

Serving Money Takes Us Away from God.

Jesus personified money as a rival master to our real Master. Like the rich young 
man who did not follow Jesus because it meant giving 
up his money, serving “master Money” will tear us away 
from allegiance to God (Matthew 19:16-22). 

Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the 
word; but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of 
wealth and the desires for other things come in and 
choke the word, making it unfruitful.—MARK 4:18–19

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 
God and Money. —MATTHEW 6:24

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it is 
hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” —MATTHEW 19:23–24

The Love of Money Leads to Destruction.

People who love money will do anything to get it. The grip that money can have over 
one’s life can push one to resort to devious and exploitive means.

You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what 
you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. 
When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you 
may spend what you get on your pleasures. —JAMES 4:2–3

People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and 
harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money 
is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from 
the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. —1 TIMOTHY 6:9–10

By your great skill in trading you have increased your wealth, and because of your 
wealth your heart has grown proud. —EZEKIEL 28:5

Trust in God, Not Money.

Money’s false promises are fleeting and ultimately unsatisfying. God’s promises 
are eternal and always trustworthy.

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, 
because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
—HEBREWS 13:5

Don't Do
Don’t love it! LUKE 16:13 Love the Lord. DEUTERONOMY 6:5

Don’t think it will last. JEREMIAH 17:11 Only the things of God will last. MATT. 19:21

Don’t think it can save you. 
PSALM 37:16–17

Remember that only God can save you. 
PSALM 27:1

Don’t serve it. MATTHEW 6:24 Serve the Lord. 1 PETER 5:2; MARK 12:41–44

Don’t envy others who have it. EX. 20:17 Be content with what you have. LUKE 3:14

Don’t hoard it. JAMES 5:3–6 Remember that God provides. 
JOB 1:20–21; JAMES 4:13–15

Don’t be foolish with it. PROVERBS 17:16 Use it wisely. PROVERBS 31:10–31

Don’t think it can compensate for turmoil. 
PROVERBS 15:16–17

Find peace in God. ROMANS 15:13

Don’t rely on it. PSALM 62:10 Rely on the Lord. PROVERBS 18:10–11

Don’t think it can buy God’s blessings. 
ACTS 8:9–24

Find blessings by living for God. 
2 CORINTHIANS 6:10

Don’t use it for fraud. MICAH 2:2 Repay your debts with it. PSALM 37:21

Don’t oppress people to get it. 
PROVERBS 22:16; AMOS 2:6–7

Work to get it. 2 THESSALONIANS 3:9–11

Don’t steal it. TITUS 2:9–10; EXODUS 20:15 Handle it justly. LEVITICUS 25:14; PSALM 112:5

Don’t give special honor to those who 
have it. JAMES 2:2–6

Give it to those in need. MATTHEW 5:41–42

Don’t use it dishonestly. PROVERBS 13:11 Be trustworthy with it. PROVERBS 11:1

Don’t use it for evil. EZEKIEL 8:12–13 Honor God with it. PROVERBS 3:9–10

Don’t extort it. EZEKIEL 22:29 Earn it. PROVERBS 13:4

Don’t be greedy for it. LUKE 12:15 Give it intentionally. 1 CORINTHIANS 16:2

Don’t worry about it. MATTHEW 6:34 Know that God will take care of you. 
PROVERBS 15:25

“The everyday choices I 
make regarding money 
will influence the very 

course of eternity.”
—Randy Alcorn, Christian author

Money’s 
False 

Promises
The Bible’s Promises

Security Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, 
but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. —1 TIMOTHY 6:17

Power So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand.... For I am the LORD, your God, 
who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; 
I will help you. —ISAIAH 41:10, 13

Privilege 
and social 
standing

People will come from east and west and north and south, and 
will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed 
there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will 
be last. —LUKE 13:29–30

Success Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the 
world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised 
those who love him? —JAMES 2:5

Love and 
attention

The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will 
take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will 
rejoice over you with singing. —ZEPHANIAH 3:17

Peace of mind Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. —MATTHEW 11:28

Freedom from 
consequences

Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but righteousness 
delivers from death. —PROVERBS 11:4

Happiness Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of 
your heart. —PSALM 37:4

“Small things are small things, 
but faithfulness with a small 

thing is a big thing.”
—Hudson Taylor, Missionary to China

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT MONEY FOR THE GLORY OF GOD BLESSINGS FROM GOD THE DANGER OF MONEY DO’S AND DON’TS WITH MONEY

Money is... A corrupting 
influence

A tool for 
good or evil

A blessing

I should... Avoid it    Manage it       Seek it

Money 
should be...

Given away Invested and 
spent wisely

   Accumulated 

Possessions 
should be...

Minimal    Adequate Plentiful

Spending on 
myself is...

Only for 
basic needs

In moderation For pleasure 
and enjoyment

A sign of 
holiness is...

  Poverty Neither poverty nor 
wealth are indicators

       Wealth

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now 
I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son 
of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”

From everyone who has been given much, 
much will be demanded; and from the 
one who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked.
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